
A GUIDE FOR PRAYER 

51st General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America 
June 11-14, 2024, Richmond, Virginia 

 
 Pray that the Commissioners (over 1,600 are registered to attend) will have an ear only to the 
Word of Christ, as delivered in the Scriptures, as the rule for settling all substantial matters 
before the General Assembly (GA); that they will exercise prudence and good sense in all matters 
merely circumstantial; and that they will have the wisdom to so distinguish among the matters 
before the GA.  
 Pray also that the Commissioners will engage in debate with a sense of fair play, integrity and 
charity, and that they will be so moved by the Spirit of God, as to put aside selfishness, pride or 
party spirit, in order to glorify Christ in His Church and edify His people; pray that in times of 
work, worship & fellowship, the bonds of love & unity among our Elders would be strengthened; 
pray that Pastors who come in discouragement would be heartened & encouraged to be faithful 
in their labor. 
 Pray for the Moderator (and his assistants); the Stated Clerk; the Parliamentarians; and the 
office staff. 
 Pray for your Elders’ faithful participation in the work of the Assembly and pray for the 
Lord’s blessing upon the ministry of the Word in the worship services and in the seminars 
provided throughout the week. 
 Pray for a safe journey home for all, for God’s favor in blessing that work which is according 
to His Word, and for His leading to see and correct that which is not. 
 
MONDAY 

Committees of Commissioners meet: pray for wisdom as they frame recommendations on all the 
business coming before the Assembly, as well as review the records of all the Permanent 
Committees and Agencies from the last year; pray especially for the Overtures Committee, as it 
must prepare recommendations on 29 of the 35 Overtures before the GA! 

 
TUESDAY 

Committees of Commissioners continue if needed. 
6:30 pm—Opening worship service. Pray for the Lord’s blessing upon the means of grace, 

particularly the retiring moderator’s closing address.  
8:10 pm—First business session convenes. Pray for the election of the new moderator: that he 

would be wise, fair, firm and good-humored in leading the Assembly through the week. 
Report of Stated Clerk—pray for Stated Clerk Dr. Bryan Chapell, and all the fine folks who 

help to keep the Assembly up and running. 
Report of Cooperative Ministries Committee—pray for the members of the committee as 

they seek to foster cooperative ministry among GA Committees and Agencies and provide 
a forum for resolving issues of inter-agency conflict. 
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Report of Committee on Constitutional Business—pray for the Committee, that they advise 
accurately and wisely on any disputed questions during the Assembly. 

Report of Theological Examining Committee—pray for care & faithfulness in their work of 
examining GA-nominated officers. 

 
WEDNESDAY 

Report of Committee on Presbytery Records—give thanks for the committee members who 
regularly undertake the challenging task of reviewing all presbytery records for 
Constitutional conformity; pray that the commissioners will consider with care this very 
important part of the Assembly’s oversight responsibility. 

Report of Committee on Interchurch Relations—pray for the members of the permanent 
committee; that the presentations from delegates other denominations will be edifying; and 
pray especially for a Reformed & Presbyterian unity throughout the world that does not 
violate the Church’s calling to be a pillar and support of the truth. 

Report of Committee on Covenant Theological Seminary—pray for the Seminary, its President 
Dr. Thomas C. Gibbs; and for the continued faithfulness of the faculty, the Board of Trustees 
& the students. 

Report of the Board of Directors of Geneva Benefits—pray for the President, TE Ed Dunnington, 
the staff, and the Board of Directors, that they be wise stewards of the various insurance plans 
they administer, as well as of the investments made on behalf of the PCA; and for the 
prosperity of the retired ministers and widows relief fund. 

Report of the Committee on Reformed University Fellowship—pray for RE Will Huss, 
Coordinator; the members of the permanent committee; and for the work of RUF ministers in 
182 campuses across the globe. 

Report of Committee on Mission to North America—pray for Coordinator TE Irwyn L. Ince, 
Jr.; for the staff, and the members of the permanent committee; for capable men to plant 
churches; for church planting, particularly among those from other cultures; for PCA 
Chaplains; and for wisdom in the adjustment of presbyteries. 

Report of Committee on Covenant College—pray for the College, its retiring President Dr. J. 
Derek Halvorson (the 6th president of the college, having served for 11 years, the third 
longest serving president in the history of the college) and for the search for a new President; 
for the faculty, the Board of Trustees & the students. 

Report of Committee on Mission to the World—give thanks for and pray on behalf of 
Coordinator Dr. Lloyd Kim; pray for the staff, and the permanent committee; and pray 
for our missionaries throughout the world. To that end see: https://www.mtw.org/pray 

Report of Committee on Ridge Haven—pray for TE Cameron Anderson, Executive Director, 
the board of directors and the new camping season, especially that the children attending 
would come to know Christ or be further nourished in their faith. 

Report of Standing Judicial Commission—pray for the members of the SJC, that they would 
have a love for justice in the administration of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ and for the glory of 
the Lord & the upbuilding of the Body; pray for the Lord’s blessing upon the SJC’s work in 
completing the cases pending and in the cases adjudicated this year; that the parties involved 
will receive the decision of the Court with humility & grace, that there will be repentance where 
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there is sin, understanding where there is hardness of heart, and restoration among brothers 
and sisters who are divided. 

 
THURSDAY 

Report of Committee on PCA Foundation—pray for President RE Timothy W. Townsend; the 
staff, and the Board of Directors; for the fruitfulness of their fine work in the management & 
distribution of assets for the cause of Christ; and for faithful stewardship across the PCA. 

Report of Committee on Discipleship Ministries—pray for Coordinator Dr. Stephen Estock, 
the staff, and the permanent committee; for an increase in contributions toward the 
Committee’s calling; and pray for the work of discipleship across our denomination. 

Report of Administrative Committee—pray for Dr. Bryan Chapell, the staff, and the permanent 
committee; pray for good stewardship in the approval  
of the budgets; pray particularly for committee efforts to increase RE participation at GA. 

Report of Committee on Nominations—pray that able and faithful men will be elected; that 
those elected to office will serve well & that those not elected will not be discouraged; 
specially pray for those to be elected to the SJC. 

Report of Overtures Committee—There are 29 Overtures before the OC.  
  Pending are 23 overtures to amend the BCO. There are 14 overtures to amend the Form of 

Government: 5 to require background checks for church office; 2 to address aspects of a 
dissolution of a call; to adjust standards for transfers of ordination; to add obedience to the 
Great Commission to the duties of Sessions; to add care for Teaching Elders to the duties of 
Presbyteries; to specify ordination for biological males only; to clarify directions for Teaching 
Elder presbytery membership; to add personal character and family management to the 
examination of transferring ministers; to regulate how changes in permanent committee and 
agency policy may be accomplished. There are 7 overtures to amend the Rules of Discipline 
(ROD): 2 regarding witness eligibility; to allow venue change in judicial cases; to restrict the 
use of complaints in judicial cases; to propose systematic changes in the ROD; to encourage 
the use of outside parties for investigations; to expand who may represent accused persons 
before church courts. There are 2 overtures seeking to grant constitutional authority to an 
amended BCO 53. 

  There are 3 overtures to amend the RAO: to clarify the process for referring an incoming 
overture to a committee of commissioners; to require in minutes enrollment data from 
Covenant Collage and Covenant Theological Seminary; and to eliminate an alleged conflict 
with BCO 40-5. 

  There are 2 overtures to establish ad hoc committees: a committee for judicial rules 
changes; a committee to investigate an allegedly heterodox book.  

  Finally, there is an overture to commend and encourage distribution of a letter regarding 
gender reassignment for minors.  

  One can find a complete listing, as well as the text, of the overtures submitted at the General 
Assembly website https://pcaga.org/resources/#overtures. 

 
Adjournment, 10:15 pm—pray that the Assembly achieves this goal! 


